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on behalf of our members and partners at the new Cities foundation, we are very 
pleased to bring you this e-book, which features videos and written summaries of 
sessions from the third edition of the new Cities summit held in June 2014 in Dallas.

after successful summits in paris and são paulo, we were delighted to bring this 
year’s global conversation on the future of our cities to one of the world’s most 
dynamic metro regions – Dallas.

Cities are increasingly dominant players in the global landscape. as cities and 
metropolitan regions compete and cooperate across borders, they must position 
themselves locally, nationally and globally. this is why our theme for this year was 
“re-imagining Cities”. re-imagining a city means expressing the dream that is at 
the heart of the city’s soul. it means telling a new story about a city that is often 
centuries old. from this dream comes a city’s vision; from the vision comes strategy; 
from strategy comes transformation. 

over 820 participants from more than 50 countries, 95 speakers and 70 members 
of the media took part in a fascinating set of sessions in the Winspear opera house 
in the heart of the Dallas arts District. the energy at the summit and around Dallas 
that week was palpable and the feedback we have received from those who attended 
has been exceptionally positive.

though this e-book cannot completely capture the many conversations that took 
place, both on and off-stage, during the summit, we hope that you will find it a 
useful contribution to the essential discussion on the future of our cities.

sincerely,

John Rossant 
Founder & Chairman 

new Cities Foundation

http://www.newcitiessummit2014.org/
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CLiCK tO WatCH tHe 

 HigHLigHts  
FiLm FROm

tHe neW Cities
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Go7HD59_u0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Go7HD59_u0o
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speaKer
as the opening keynote speaker, mayor mike 
rawlings made sure to extend what would 
become, for the Dallas event, a signature 
warm, oversized texas-style welcome to the 
800 attendees, coming from 51 countries.
 
rawlings deftly made the link between 
the Dallas summit’s theme, “re-imagining 
Cities,” and the main site of the event – the 
Winspear opera house, centerpiece of the 
at&t performing arts Center – which had 
always been at the heart of the earliest plans 
for an arts district “re-imagining” of Dallas. 
“We can’t re-imagine our cities by simply 
reacting, or by coming up with cool ideas 
after a bottle of wine,” rawlings exhorted the 
audience. “We must be more strategic.”
 
rawlings took the assembled audience on 
a walk through Dallas’ history, from the 
late 1880s – when Dallas apparently first 
reimagined itself as a tourist destination 
heralded by the first state fair of texas – 
to the present day business capital of the 
southwest, and still important technology 
hub. he also addressed the city’s biggest, 
most publicized setback – as the setting of 
the 1963 assassination of president John f. 
Kennedy – as well as achievements such as 
the completion of turn-key urban projects 
including the Dallas/fort Worth international 
airport in 1974, the Dart light rail system in 
1983 and the largest urban arts district in the 
united states.
 
today’s Dallas is developing, according to 
mayor rawlings, a well-deserved reputation 
for nurturing not only its love of the arts, but 
also for eco-friendly green spaces. examples 

include the spawning of three new downtown 
parks, and a recent embrace of the bicycle 
as a green mode of transport. addressing 
the numerous challenges still very much on 
Dallas’ plate, namely tending to the homeless, 
tackling poverty, and improving educational 
standards, the mayor asserted this:  “this city 
is still young, only 158 years old, and we’ve 
grown up a lot, especially in the last decade,” 
he said. “But we understand that of the major 
issues we continually face, the gap between 
the haves and the have-nots is still too wide. 
We must close that gap.”

 

Keynote
June 17

mike Rawlings
mayor of Dallas

Keynote: mike Rawlings, mayor of Dallas

the gap between 
the haves and the  
have-nots is still too 
wide. We must close 
that gap.
mike Rawlings, mayor of Dallas

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGwENtvzZXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGwENtvzZXU
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speaKer
at first, parag Khanna made certain the 
assembled audience fully understood the 
magnitude of the growth of cities throughout 
the world. amid the battery of statistics 
offered to the audience, the most pertinent 
was the reminder that at the dawn of the 
21st century, 50 per cent of the world’s 
population was firmly rooted in urban areas 
– a number that was expected to shoot up to 
70 per cent by 2035. Khanna further asserted 
that by 2025, one sixth of the world’s richest 
cities will be in China. When addressing the 
meaty notion of urban development, Khanna 
introduced the mash-up term “diplomacity,” 
noting that “you don’t have to be a capital city 
to be a driver in diplomacy.” he then went on 
to describe the pearl river Delta as a prime 
example of an urban corridor transcending 
various sovereign boundaries to form a multi-
city megapolis.
 
the notion “diplomacity” is also strengthened 
by the fact that many heads of state were 
once city mayors. With reputations built 
on tangible, local achievements, including 
working with potentially unwieldy multi-
ethnic societies, mayors vaulted themselves  
to the top as either national  or diplomatic 
leaders, argued Khanna.
 

Keynote
June 17

Parag Khanna 
managing partner, 
hybrid reality

Future trends in the Century of Cities

you don’t have to be 
a capital city to be a 
driver in diplomacy.
Parag Khanna, managing partner, 
hybrid reality

WatCh ViDeo online

speaKers

moDerator

in this opening session, the panelists did 
not shy away from squaring the dream of a  
re-imagined urban landscape with the “hard 
choices” of what that transformation would 
require.
 
Jaime lerner vigorously urged his fellow 
panelists to understand the difference 
between “needs” and “dreams” for a city, 
emphasizing: “a city has no future if it lacks 
dreams.” he warned the panel about the 
pitfalls of ghettoization in future cities, 
according to income, age, and other possible 
divisions. to highlight this notion, he used the 
metaphor of a turtle, whose solid structure 
represents the city and its different parts 
living, working and moving together. if the 
shell is cut and fragmented, the turtle will 
die. this was a powerful way of emphasizing 
that ghettoization is the primary enemy of a 
thriving city. 
 
arturo sarukhan made no bones about the 
effective reality of cities circumventing 
various federal authorities in order to get 
results efficiently. “federal governments and 
federal policies are becoming dysfunctional,” 
sarukhan declared. “it is at the city level 
where mayors and citizens come together, 
where public policy actually has an impact 
on people’s wellbeing.” sarukhan then made 
a time-travelling analogy to the power and 
influence of city-states during the late middle 
ages and renaissance. “the new mantra out 
there among cities – from Dallas to shanghai 
– is to solve locally and cooperate globally,” 
sarukhan added.   
 

yet hope for cooperation was also countered 
by concerns regarding the increasing gulf 
between rich and poor seen in so many urban 
settings. “a certain level of urban growth has 
become inextricably linked with a level of 
inequality – meaning that something good 
and bad is happening at the same time,” 
pointed out richard sennett. “growth, 
especially in a city, doesn’t necessarily imply 
wellbeing or an increase in the quality of life.” 
sennett also addressed climate change and 
how cities should be flexible enough in their 
master planning to take into account the 
possibility of a catastrophic natural event, 
such as the tsunami of several years ago, in 
order to adjust how and where they build.
 
if anyone can attest to cities as occasionally 
being incubators of a highly visible inequality, 
it would be mpho franklyn parks tau, mayor of 
Johannesburg. in no uncertain terms, he said 
that Johannesburg is historically beset with 
the problem of too much poverty, and for many, 
a lack of access to the most basic of urban 
amenities such as electricity or sanitation. 
tau cautioned: “access to technology doesn’t 
necessarily mean equitable access to all the 
amenities a city must provide.” tau argued 
that for the 21st century city, it is most vital 
to integrate various urban communities by 
increasing the intensity of land use. for tau, 
so much of the future boils down to increased 
access to all that a city provides.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MW_YgzUNdc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MW_YgzUNdc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3Z0EP2tnJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3Z0EP2tnJQ
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speaKer
in his provocative keynote, professor West 
boldly declared, “there will be no such thing 
as a single autonomous city. What happens in 
one will affect everything else. essentially, the 
economic fate of the planet equals the fate of 
our cities.”  
 
West urged the audience to question whether 
the growth taking place in many cities is 
actually sustainable. he then offered the 
frightening notion that a new city the size of 
new york is “urbanized” roughly once every 14 
days. or, put another way, “a Dallas is created 
every five to six weeks,” West calculated.
 
the twin products of the almost spasmodic 
creation of a city are stunning innovations 
– along with income, wealth, colleges and 
creative people – and more infrastructure 
needs, which ultimately creates chaos. “Cities 
give us all so much buzz and activity,” said 
West. “they create an immediate sense of 
excitement where lots of good things happen. 
so many cultural goodies come from cities.  
and yet eventually it can all lead to a kind of 
socio-economic entropy where disorder and 
chaos is inevitable. Cities then become the 
problem and cities are the solution.”
 
as for finding that solution, for most cities 
looking to reinvent themselves – usually 
once they have approached the precipice of 
collapse – then what used to take 50 years 
to accomplish now, according to West, “may 
only take five years.” he also reminded us of 
the importance of making cities more human, 
turning to shakespeare to make his point 
clear: “What is the city but the people.”

Keynote: geoffrey West Keynote
June 17

geoffrey West 
Distinguished  
professor and past 
president,  
santa fe institute

the economic fate 
of the planet equals 
the fate of our cities.
geoffrey West, Distinguished  
professor and past president,  
santa fe institute

WatCh ViDeo online

speaKers
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Dallas: a Case study in Re-imagination and 
transformation

parallel  
WorKshop

June 17

Brent Brown 
Director, 
bcWorKshop

Dave Brown
Chief of police, 
City of Dallas

Veletta Forsythe 
Lill 
former City 
Council member, 
City of Dallas

Ramon miguez
Vice president, 
hDr & former 
assistant City 
manager, City of 
Dallas

michael tregoning 
president, 
headington 
Companies

Rena Pederson
award-winning 
Journalist & 
faculty member, 
southern
methodist 
university

a discussion of Dallas’ evolution over the 
last 50 years often begins by addressing how 
the city has overcome big setbacks, from the 
most famous one – the 1963 assassination of 
president John f. Kennedy, which took place in 
Dallas – to the economic devastation wrought 
by the savings and loan, oil and gas market, 
and other recessionary crises of the late 
1980s. the moderator of this Dallas-focused 
panel, rena pederson, focused mainly on the 
post-Kennedy period. she offered several 
case studies outlining its first stabs at a major 
urban re-imagination that would include a 
futuristic City hall, a modern library, and a 
new international airport straddling Dallas and 
its urban neighbor to the West, fort Worth. in 
addition, Dallas sowed the earliest seeds of 
what would become a dazzling downtown arts 
district – anchored by a glittering performing 
arts center. that, along with badly needed 
housing, and developing the chronically 
underutilized trinity river as a civic asset, were 
all signs of the desire to see Dallas redefined 
and transformed.
 
peterson outlined the number of civic dreams 
that Dallas has realized over the past decades. 
these include the opening of the spectacular 
Calatrava-designed margaret hunt hill Bridge, 
a green-space park spanning the freeway, and 
a law school in downtown Dallas. panelists also 
talked about how thousands of new residents 
are migrating back to Dallas’ revitalized 
downtown and central business district, while 
new corporations such as toyota, raytheon, 
amazon and google are making Dallas their 
regional home. 
 

WatCh ViDeo online

showing a true admiration for Dallas’ can-do 
spirit, Brent Brown reminded the audience how 
Dallas re-directed the winding trinity river in 
order to make room for its urban revitalization. 
“this just shows that in Dallas, when an idea 
comes forward and we believe it, this is what we 
do.”
 
Between Veletta forsythe lill and ramon 
miguez, the audience learned how Dallas boasts 
many examples of successful collaboration 
between the private and public sectors. “What 
we’ve seen is when the public sector is squeezed, 
then the private sector picks up the slack,” said 
lill. she also emphasized the importance of 
investing in culture and believing in the role that 
the arts and entertainment have in making a city 
thrive. “When it comes to the arts, Dallas now 
owns more art buildings that any other american 
city. The key to strategic economic development…
[is to] support art as a lifestyle.”
 
for michael tregoning, as Dallas looks to lure 
more and more of its citizens back downtown, it 
must wean away those same new city dwellers 
from their reliance on the car. “Dallas is still 
recovering from suburbia,” – a suburbia, he 
argued, that disconnected people from each 
other.
 
another sign of Dallas’ improved urban health 
is its stunning reduction in crime over the last 
decade – according to a very proud chief of 
police, Dave Brown, a third-generation Dallasite. 
“my goal is to make Dallas into an extremely safe 
– and in that way, very reassuringly dull – city,” 
said Brown. “and the only way to reduce crime 
to that ‘safe, dull’ level is by engaging with all the 
city’s citizens – knowing how hard it is to gain 
the public’s trust and confidence, and how easy 
it is to lose.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xws7LBdwwCo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xws7LBdwwCo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmqK8iVbaJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmqK8iVbaJQ
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Dallas: a Case study in re-imagination and transformation: rena pederson (moderator), Brent Brown, Dave Brown, Veletta forsythe lill, ramon miguez, michael tregoningDallas: a Case study in re-imagination and transformation: rena pederson (moderator), Brent Brown, Dave Brown, Veletta forsythe lill, ramon miguez, michael tregoning
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& Company
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head of 
sustainability 
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moDerator

angel Hsu 
project Director,  
environmental 
performance  
measurement, yale  
Center for 
environmental  
law and policy

how do we define green cities? is a green city 
different from a smart city? What is the role of 
technology in the green city? What are some 
of the successes and failures in integrating 
technology in green cities?

Craig Donovan began by stating that a green 
city is both a smart and sustainable city. 
emma stewart suggested that the smart 
city construct is possibly counterproductive, 
certainly elusive. smart cities can lead to two 
situations: either we spend too much money 
and find out that data states the obvious, or we 
invest too much time into actually getting data. 

Charbel aoun insisted on the importance 
of putting people at the center of the green 
city and of having greener communities 
surrounding green cities in order to incentivize 
improvement. reacting to this, shannon 
Bouton defined ‘smart cities’ as cities that use 
technology-driven solutions to solve problems. 
she noted that increasing the efficiency of a 
service is better than just expanding it, as seen 
with light cameras, which can improve traffic 
efficiency instead of having to widen roads. 

pursuing the conversation on technology, 
emma stewart stressed the importance of data 
plans. only a minority of cities has one, leading 
to agencies battling each other for supremacy: 
the pitfalls of the data network are human, not 
technological. 

in tandem, Charbel aoun hypothesized that 
most cities are not yet mature enough to fully 
integrate technology. he also asserted that no 
one single company could take on the challenge 
of completely integrating technology into a 

city. shannon Bouton then stated her concern 
about the tradeoff between technology and 
infrastructure. the desire for innovation and 
modernity can drive job growth, education and 
investment. therefore, investing in technology 
is a safe option.

going further, shannon Bouton stressed 
the importance of having wide access to the 
same platforms: technology should not be 
owned, but leased. Charbel aoun insisted on 
the importance of collaboration. Whereas 
companies used to sell fully integrated 
systems, it is now common to sell just a single 
service.

Craig Donovan suggested that the transition 
from ‘things’, such as Blackberry phones, to 
servers, such as the cloud, would be beneficial. 
he agreed with Bouton on the importance of 
a universal platform, but expressed concerns 
about the difficulties of making this transition 
right now. 

emma stewart again lauded the significance 
and usefulness of the cloud. she argued that 
its strength lies in its ability to tap into vast  
amounts of simulation power, preventing 
the need to go through rote calculations. 
she closed the discussion by providing three 
simple steps to obtain integration: simulate 
what the different options are, calculate what 
the various design scenarios could be, and 
then legislate. she claimed that if we use 
technology to better tailor policies, we would 
reach a winning formula. 
 

 

parallel  
WorKshop
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next generation Concepts On the Contemporary 
City: Wellness, Happiness and Purpose 

aaron Hurst
author and 
founder, taproot 
foundation

sonja miokovic 
global Director, 
youthful Cities

sarah murray
author and 
Journalist, the 
economist and the 
financial times 

ahmed Riaz
principal – Design, 
frog

tim Leberecht
Chief marketing 
officer, nBBJ

are wellbeing, happiness and purpose 
changing the way we live? tim leberecht, the 
panel’s moderator, opened the discussion by 
quoting aristotle, who once said that people 
gather in cities first and foremost for security, 
then for economic opportunity, and then they 
stay for the good life. is this rationale still true? 
over 50% of the population is already under 
30 and, by 2030, about 75% of the workforce 
is predicted to belong to the millennial 
generation.
 
sonja miokovic invited people to think about 
the distinction between ‘youth’ and ‘youthful’. 
the former word describes a demographic 
challenge, unemployment and many other 
dark realities. the latter denotes vibrancy, 
dynamism, energy and colors. some of the 
best cities around the world possess youthful 
attributes, she said, and the millennials are 
the ones defining what those attributes are – 
diversity, public transportation, and the ability 
and access to use the city among others.
 
Despite having to face challenging economic 
conditions, the millennial generation is full 
of optimism. millennials want something 
different and more meaningful: purpose. aaron 
hurst, author of a book called ‘the purpose 
economy’, boldly proclaimed that we are at 
the dawn of “a new age of purpose”. purpose, 
according to hurst, boils down to: 1) a need 
for relationships, 2) a need to do something 
greater than yourself, and 3) a need for 
personal growth. as he stated, the millennial 
generation is helping make purpose central to 
our society.
 

sarah murray, an avid observer of these 
optimistic stories, invited the panelists to 
consider the other side of the coin. she drew 
attention to the large amount of the population 
that has been jobless for a long time and that 
does not have access to technologies. is the 
age of optimism the same one that gave birth 
to the london riots in 2011? is ‘purpose’ part 
of this trend? Does this behavior not stem from 
something else, a desire for engagement, for 
example?
 
Developing this thought, ahmed riaz explained 
that the reason that people are interested in 
purpose is because it is related to the act of 
creativity, which in turn leads to a feeling of 
hope, and an ability to control external factors. 
in that sense, purpose is the momentum, the 
thing that drives people. even at the bottom of 
the pyramid, creativity, design and hacking play 
a significant role and propel a society forward.
 
the drive towards the purpose model is 
underlined by certain key principles, such 
as empathy and creativity. however, as the 
panelists and audience discussed, todays 
education system is not designed to nurture 
empathy among students. on the contrary, 
they argued, schools tend to isolate youths 
from the community.
 
Questions from the audience prompted the 
panelists to further discuss issues related to 
technology and citizenship, as well as creativity 
and sharing as a measure of a city’s success.

parallel  
WorKshop

June 17
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moDerator

Chris michael 
Deputy editor, 
guardian Cities 
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this session discussed the emergence of the 
sharing economy and its relationship to urban 
environments. the speakers examined how a 
growing number of technological platforms, 
geared at sharing resources efficiently, 
may offer cities both economic and social 
benefits. panelists also explored the future 
growth of the sharing model, including both 
new opportunities and potential challenges 
for cities.

molly turner argued that cities are the original 
sharing platforms, collectively organizing 
resources and infrastructure in an effective 
manner. new technologies, she argued, are 
compelling people to re-learn what it means 
to live in a city. according to turner, cities can 
reap a variety of benefits if they embrace new 
models of sharing. online sharing platforms 
empower citizens economically, by giving 
individuals a direct stake in the management 
of goods and services.   environmentally 
speaking, sharing leads to more efficient use 
of existing resources, thereby reducing the 
levels of production and waste. finally and 
possibly most significantly, sharing builds 
new relationships among a city’s inhabitants, 
cultivating trust and social capital.

april rinne agreed that the sharing economy 
offers numerous benefits to cities, but also 
acknowledged that sharing models will 
present new challenges for policymakers. as 
sharing platforms shift the economic activity 
from ownership to access, policymakers 
must adapt. as prior models grow outdated, 
cities must develop new regulatory regimes 
that are customized for the nuances of the 
shared economy. at the macroeconomic level, 
policymakers must also develop new indices 
to properly identify the economic benefits of

 
sharing, which are not captured by traditional 
measures like gDp.

al Bunshaft then emphasized the importance 
of technologies that have enabled new 
opportunities for sharing in cities. moving 
beyond sharing platforms focused on goods, 
Bunshaft envisioned that sharing would offer 
new ways to plan and operate cities. in this 
manner, sharing models would also create 
unprecedented opportunities for public-private 
collaboration. giving the example of the 
construction of the Barclays Center in Brooklyn, 
Bunshaft claimed that sharing technologies 
could enable companies and public officials 
to coordinate their efforts to unleash greater 
productivity and efficiency.

michael Dixon, the final speaker, reiterated the 
possibility of utilizing these new technologies 
to prompt a comprehensive re-imagination 
of the city. identifying three key areas —  
infrastructure, utilities and social services — 
Dixon opined that the sharing of information 
could make electronic infrastructures the 
foundation of the city. he also argued that 
the application of these technologies would 
depend on local conditions, allowing each city 
to cultivate a distinct identity in the shared 
economy. as a result, cities would need to 
prioritize mobility and flexibility in shifting 
towards a data-dependent fabric for urban life.

responding to audience questions, the panelists 
also discussed how sharing models could impact 
upon the future of work in cities. participation 
in the sharing economy offers new economic 
opportunities for individuals. in this manner, 
sharing may free citizens from traditional, 
employer-centered modes of work to provide 
greater freedom for urban individuals.

speaKers

moDerator

mobility and the Urban Form

mark Dixon
founder, regus

alex Krieger
principal, nBBJ & 
professor, harvard 
graduate school of 
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Harold madi
Director of urban 
Design, City of 
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managing editor, 
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urban sprawl, and how we can tackle it, was 
the focus of this discussion. mark Dixon began 
by asking whether allowing people to work 
from wherever they want could offer a solution. 
professor alex Krieger explained how north 
american cities have grown up around the car, 
yet this has created an impending crisis as the 
population has risen. Dixon went on to suggest 
that, by re-imagining how people work and 
use the internet, we could increase employee 
productivity. if work is where you live, there 
is no need to commute, he said. however, he 
noted, most people do not want to work from 
home. 

lorenzo reffreger highlighted that urban 
design is essential to reducing urban sprawl, 
noting specifically different economic 
developments strategies. in india, a commute 
can take up to four hours. solutions need to 
entail driverless technology. in the united 
states, professor Kreiger argued, there is still 
significant resistance to the idea of living 
in high-density areas, except among the 
millennial generation. 

harold madi offered his insights from toronto, 
arguing that we cannot force citizens to move to 
high-density areas, but we can create enabling 
regulations that will make it easier to have 
mixed-use development. Dixon added that the 
resistance to high-density living also comes 
from those who create jobs. employers often 
believe that employees should be together in 
one place to obtain optimum productivity. 

Dixon agreed that in the future, everything 
will be shared and enabled by technology. a 
space previously used by 10 people can now 
be used by 100 people. the future is about 

distributed work. how can companies operate 
and employ talent without everyone coming 
to the city? professor Krieger insisted that 
increased mobility should not be the only 
goal in reducing urban sprawl; cities need to 
consider levels of service too. madi concluded 
that giving residents choices is key.
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in 2014, the new Cities foundation partnered 
with the international association of public 
transport (uitp), ericsson, and design agency 
faBernoVel to survey the world’s largest 
metropolitan systems and find out their levels 
of internet connectivity. this session presented 
the study for the first time. 
 
urbanites are a mobile and hyper-connected 
community. they expect a seamless web 
experience and uninterrupted connection 
even when travelling. in that sense, internet 
connectivity in underground transport 
infrastructure is becoming an indicator and 
reflection of quality of life in cities.
 
the public transport sector’s business culture 
has been changing to reflect these trends. 
there is an increased focus on the complete 
passenger experience and increased levels of 
service.
 
the new Cities foundation and its partners 
created an online tool to visually explore some 
of the key results and figures of the study. the 
tool can be found at http://bit.ly/oandu-2014.
 
about 77% of the metro systems surveyed 
provide some level of internet access in 
their underground installations, either in 
stations (73%) or on-board trains (58%). the 
study highlights the regional differences in 
connectivity – and, either way, whether you 
look at connectivity on trains or connectivity 
on stations, the middle east is leading the 
way in terms of underground connectivity. it 
is followed by asia, europe, north and south 
america (which are tied), and russia.

Cities have been developing internet coverage 
in their subways at different paces. europe 
started the earliest, but the steeper curves in 
the middle east and latin america show that 
they are catching up quickly in terms of number 
of metro systems providing underground 
connectivity.
 
online & underground also addresses the type 
of connectivity provided by metro systems – 
namely, Wi-fi, 2g, 3g or 4g, with a breakdown 
between stations and trains. 3g and 4g are 
available widely in all regions except eurasia.  
this confirms that operators are gradually 
upgrading their infrastructure in stations and 
onboard trains.
 
When asked whether they plan on increasing 
their efforts to expand broadband connectivity 
in the next one to three years or not, about 68% 
of operators said that, in stations, they do. only 
5% were sure they were not going to do so. 
Will we be able to use 3g, 4g, or Wi-fi while 
on trains? the future is not as certain when 
it comes to on-board connectivity as it is for 
stations.
 
the study provides a first insight into a vastly 
unexplored topic. it forms the basis of future 
comparative explorations of the impact of 
subway connectivity on urban life. Questions, 
thoughts, reactions, and comments can be sent 
via twitter to @newcitiesfound using #oandu.

see WeBsite

http://bit.ly/OandU-2014
https://twitter.com/newcitiesfound
http://www.newcitiesfoundation.org/online-underground/
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in this session, a direct link was carved between 
entrepreneurship and urban development. 
the speakers illuminated how cities can work 
more closely with the entrepreneurial class in 
order to produce greater economic growth. the 
panelists agreed that it is incumbent on cities 
to encourage and nurture that community of 
entrepreneurs.
 
fahd al rasheed, who is spearheading the 
development of King abdullah economic City, a 
new urban mega project on saudi arabia’s red 
sea coast, argued that the two main objectives 
for a thriving city are attracting and identifying 
talent. Both al rasheed and Julie lein agreed 
that nimble entrepreneurs are infinitely more 
efficient than bulky companies when it comes 
to putting the resource pieces in place to 
eventually create a bevy of new jobs. “if big 
companies create one job, entrepreneurs 
create 18 jobs,” said al rasheed. “But it would 
be a mistake to focus on quantity rather than 
quality.”
  
striving for diversity in an entrepreneurial 
class working in the urban space was also of 
paramount importance, according to lein. 
along with a diverse class of entrepreneurs, 
lein also stressed the importance of 
integrating older professionals, whose 
experience, expertise and perspective could 
be of enormous use. entrepreneurship should 
also help correct the lingering gender gap (to 
wit: only 7-12 percent of all venture capital 
funding ever lands in the hands of women) 
that is a part and parcel of the entrepreneurial 
mindset. for lein, more women involved in 
city entrepreneurship will trigger greater 
dynamism.
 

“i see two big gaps for urban innovators,” 
said lein. “seed funding and mentorship.” it 
is important to fill those gaps, she continued, 
because “startups provide a great opportunity 
to bring a wealth of knowledge.”
 
another valuable link between cities and 
this growing class of young entrepreneurs 
is that urban settings are a fertile ground 
for mentoring, that must and should go on 
between civic leaders and budding innovators. 
for al rasheed, community engagement, 
initiated by the city, is vital in nurturing an 
entrepreneurship culture. eventually, a fruitful 
tripartite alliance can be forged involving 
large companies, city governments and 
entrepreneurs – all of whom come together to 
spur innovation across a wide urban landscape.
 
for lein, the great thing about an 
entrepreneurial class is that its members “see 
things from the bottom up.”
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air hubs play a key role in the development 
of the cities that they are attached to. using 
Dallas/fort Worth international airport as 
a springboard, the panel’s moderator, greg 
lindsay, asked the speakers to look more 
broadly at the future for air hubs in light of a 
rapidly shifting economic landscape. 
 
the conversation began with an exploration 
of the correlation between the opening of 
Dallas/fort Worth international airport and 
the economic growth of its surrounding region. 
for Donohue, the economic windfall generated 
by large, globally oriented air hubs and 
their surrounding cities and communities is 
undisputable. DfW international airport alone, 
according to Donohue, generates around $31 
billion to the annual local economy. last year, 
DfW was the fastest growing us gateway 
in the past year. he specifically noted that 
new overseas routes to shanghai and hong 
Kong alone would bring some $200 million in 
business. in tandem, mike Boyd pointed out 
that as air patterns change and the global 
economy shifts, the main issue is not whether 
you live near to an airport, but “are you 
connected to a global hub?”
 
the panelists agreed that cities must ensure 
that air hubs are well integrated into the urban 
area. that means a definite need for a public 
transport link to the airport – with the new 
Dallas area rapid transit (Dart) line due to 
debut in august as a useful example.  
greg lindsay challenged the panelists to 
consider potential competition between DfW 
and other air hubs in the middle east, China 
and elsewhere. how can an air hub continue to 

attract more international carriers and remain 
competitive?

for Donohue, it is the airport’s responsibility 
to attract business through incentives, but it 
is up to the wider network of partners and the 
community to ensure that the services are a 
sustainable success. looking to the future, 
Boyd asserted his confidence that airports 
such as DfW and Detroit would remain major 
hubs, because they are well connected to local 
traffic – unlike some airports in the middle 
east, for example.

throughout the conversation, the panelists 
agreed upon the need to be as technologically 
modern as possible. for Donohue, it was 
the twin areas of customs and immigration 
that could best benefit from the latest 
in technological innovation. With better 
technology, passenger transit could be sped up 
to such an extent that an airport could increase 
its overall traffic capacity while adding new 
routes. 
 
in addition, newer technologies could also 
have a desirable green effect on the enormous 
carbon footprint made by almost any airport. 
the “smarter” technologies could work to 
diminish the carbon emissions from an airport’s 
huge central utilities and power grid.
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the specific use of visual space as it relates 
to art’s role in the city was at the heart of 
huang rui’s keynote address. huang argued 
forcefully and passionately for both the re-
imagination and preservation of urban space, 
as it serves the twin purposes of culture and art.
 
persuasively, huang cited his own personal 
experience in Beijing where his current artistic 
studio space used to be an industrial factory. 
huang was particularly adamant about the 
need to not be quick to condemn, literally and 
figuratively, a seeming dinosaur industrial 
space to the fate of demolition, but instead, 
give new life to these forlorn, abandoned 
areas by reviving them as cultural centers.
 
huang was a proponent of vigorous urban 
recycling and redesign of spaces once thought 
to have outlived their former utility. Bridging 
back to his own experience, huang reminded 
the audience that the once foreign history of an 
old factory space suddenly could become the 
highly useful presence of his current art space.  
 
it is up to artists to take charge of the 
preservation of these raw urban spaces, 
argued huang. he conveyed the idea that 
artists are specially endowed with the vision 
to appreciate both tangible physical, as 
well as imagined, space. and, by extension, 
huang emphasized that when an artist works 
towards re-configuring and repurposing an 
urban space, using all the powers of his or 
her creative and artistic imagination, then a 
city is well on its way to being re-imagined.
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one could argue that arts and culture are 
bound up with the city as their incubator. 
yet when a city is looking to transform itself, 
authorities are often pushed to ask, how much 
of an engine of change are arts and culture? We 
are also led to question whether some cities 
are better at nurturing a vibrant cultural scene 
than others.

the discussion ranged from the universal, 
as rip rapson explored the broad notion of a 
city’s “cultural ecology” and what is behind a 
city’s cultural Dna, to the specific, as michael 
eissenhauer enumerated Berlin’s 15 varied 
museum collections clustered into that 
european city’s two hot areas: museum island 
and Kultureforum.
 
meanwhile, huang rui referred to China’s 
complex arts scene and its relationship with 
urban areas. in China, according to rui, two 
situations co-exist: a wholly artificial arts 
scene backed by the government, and a 
parallel, organic arts culture that has evolved 
underground and gained enormous street-
level credibility. 

Catherine Cuellar provided examples from 
her perch at the Dallas arts District, officially 
recognized as the largest contiguous arts 
district in the entire united states, as it reaches 
the culmination of a 30-year period of near non-
stop philanthropy. at the same time, Cuellar 
noted, Dallas has larger ambitions, including 
sending out Dallas’ homegrown artistic talent 
to the rest of the world, while simultaneously 
becoming an incubator for more artists.
 

Both rapson and eissenhauer fully agreed that 
while varying funding schemes and systems 
are taking root in different cities worldwide, 
there is still a common challenge of how to 
raise more and more money.  
 
rapson argued that if a city is to nurture 
homegrown talent, it must support not only the 
major institutions but also alternative centers 
for creativity. “the big institutions are definitely 
the city’s mansion on the hill,” said rapson. 
“But it shouldn’t make us forget about the 
other institutions – the gardens, greenhouses, 
and the wilds producing the local, individual 
artists, the ones who give us so much street 
vitality – and all of which contribute greatly 
to a city’s cultural scene. the problem with 
the occasional temptation of supporting and 
patronizing only those higher institutions of 
culture is that you would progressively lose all 
the vital connective tissue a city derives from 
smaller arts groups.”
 
Catherine Cuellar developed upon this 
metaphor, agreeing that it is the city’s role 
to “move the artist from the obscure wilds 
through the garden, the greenhouse, and, 
perhaps, all the way to the artistic mansion on 
the hill.” a city like Dallas needs to be a place 
that also inspires art, she argued, suggesting 
that a radio station could be set up for the 
Dallas arts District to recognize and develop 
new talent. 

an ensuing discussion treated that of major 
arts institutions in a city. panelists questioned 
the often-underappreciated role that larger 
cultural players have in bringing along their 
smaller artistic brethren. 
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if there were a single theme running through 
paul romer’s address, it was to take risks 
and be daring in one’s thinking about how 
cities should reinvent and evolve – even if it 
means missing the logical mark on the main 
issues. “it’s better,” romer advised, “to make 
statements that might be wrong instead of 
giving platitudes that we can all agree with.”
 
for romer, the equation is simple: public 
spaces are paramount and urbanization equals 
opportunity. he argued that, as the world 
becomes increasingly urban, all citizens have 
the opportunity to better themselves through 
change. “urbanization literally gives billions 
of people a way to connect to a network of 
innovation and new opportunity.”
 
romer advocated taking advantage of all 
the best services that the government can 
provide to help cities improve. he reminded 
the audience how governments had intervened 
in cities, throughout the centuries, to help, 
through sheer rule of law, diminish the 
degrading effects of such urban scourges 
as crime, disease, and rampant anarchy. for 
romer, there is no time like the present when 
it comes to government being even more active 
– especially when it comes to land allocation – 
as cities experience their current growth spurt. 
“Cities are the level of government that is the 
most innovative right now,” romer said.
  
romer rounded off his presentation with 
the one urban issue that invariably takes 
precedence over any other: crime. if crime 
becomes too widespread, then that inevitably 
leads to an exodus (see new york in the 1980s 

and 1990s, and Detroit today), from the most 
dangerous parts of a city. that movement 
rips away at the inner core of a metropolis, 
undermining all the progress that an urban 
area has made: “if a city doesn’t manage its 
crime problem, nothing else it does will make 
any difference,” said romer.  
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Keynote Conversation: technology as 
transformation

technology and all its ancillary issues – from 
the rampant growth in mobile phone use, to 
the rising concern for privacy – dominated this 
discussion.

Both Bhikshesvaran and rogers agreed upon 
the ubiquity and growing essentialness of the 
mobile phone. rogers in particular asserted 
that his company, nest, had “underscored 
the necessity of the mobile phone”, shifting 
its entire control system onto individual cell 
phones. meanwhile, Bhikshesvaran echoed 
rogers’ enthusiasm for mobile devices by 
asserting something the entire audience could 
relate to: that a mobile phone was probably 
the first thing we all touched in the morning, 
and ultimately the last thing we make contact 
with at night. “i can assure you,” assured 
Bhikshesvaran, “that around 84 per cent of são 
paulo’s citizens use their smart phones while 
on their daily commute,” he added. “most cities 
nowadays are completely data-centric worlds.”
 
rogers utilized the metaphor of a flood to 
describe the wealth of interconnected data 
that now spills from one technological device 
to the next, all connected to a centralized grid, 
and accessible to us from our car to the house.

in turn, Bhikshesvaran  commented that 
citizens have made the important leap from 
asking themselves the simple, “When do i need 
to get there?” to the more ambitious query: 
“Can i accomplish what i need from where i 
currently am?”
as for the thorny matter of technological 
privacy, rogers reasoned that all technology 

is still created by flawed human beings. as 
such, human error is always a possibility. “it’s 
incredibly important in whatever technology 
we work with, that it be done in a secure 
manner, and that sensitive data is kept private,” 
rogers says. “We do that by employing some 
of the best hackers around to keep the data 
totally safe.” 
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Beyond the smart City: towards a new 
Paradigm

mathieu lefevre kicked off the session with 
a poll, asking how many times each audience 
member had touched their cell phone from 
the moment he or she woke up that day. he 
then classified cell phone technology as a 
big, small or medium-sized city’s latest utility, 
no different from water or electricity and 
with the same demands for easy accessibility 
and performance. yet as encouraging as the 
ubiquity of technology is, especially in an 
urban environment, it can be freighted with 
its own set of problems, especially when it 
comes to privacy. Who is, in fact, in charge of 
data, big or small?
 
for Wim elfrink, the glass is very much half-
full in terms of the rewards to be reaped from 
smart technologies, such as smart transport 
or smart parking. “in a city like Dallas, there 
is such great interaction between citizens 
and the city, by way of all the technology and 
apps available, whether it’s booking your own 
tickets or getting a taxi service like uber. the 
technology has created all these services in 
the city where citizens have taken the lead in 
coming up with their own uses for them.”
 
reinier de graaf revealed a twin note of 
fascination and skepticism, especially as he 
related his impressions of rio de Janeiro’s 
central urban operations control room, with 
its web of video cameras. he suggested that 
this center offers a striking and perhaps 
unsettling similarity to a nasa mission 
control complex. “What it also indicated to 
me was that this was a place in a major city 
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where lots of data on private individuals 
was collected, computed, and analyzed to 
understand trends in the city,” he said.
 
for lutz Bertling, “there is this constant 
desire to track the flow of people, let’s 
say during their morning or afternoon 
commutes”. he argued that cities must come 
up with better ways to deal with the influx of 
people into and out of the city. he stressed 
that if we do not set ambitious goals, urban 
re-imagination will not be possible.
 
meanwhile, laurent Vernerey challenged 
the very term ‘smart city’, arguing that it is 
around seven years old and now must evolve. 
reinier de graaf went further, suggesting 
that we let go of the adjective altogether and 
just talk about ‘the city’.
 
elfrink admitted that as cities gather more and 
more ‘smart’ data, there is a growing unease 
about ownership. he conceded that whilst 
‘smart cities’ offer enormous opportunity, 
‘smart regulation’ is also necessary in order 
to protect people’s security and privacy. 
he pointed to the current debate about the 
‘right to be forgotten’ as an example of this 
challenge. Vernerey supported elfrink’s point 
that smart data in itself is not an enemy, but 
the way we deploy it is. “let’s remember 
that data is first and foremost an asset,” he 
argued.

in a final provocative note to conclude this 
session, reinier de graaf intoned that, “a 
certain amount of anarchy is an essential 
part of most cities.”
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there is often a direct correlation between a 
caring city and an engaged city. however, the 
continuous challenge is how to get and maintain 
citizen involvement. in this panel, mayor Betsy 
price emphasized that city leaders’ power will 
diminish if it does not take on board citizen 
feedback. price argued that cities should favor a 
mix of brand new data and technology, with the 
traditional 911-style of contact number, putting 
together citizens with their government service 
provider or representative to create a solid 
bridge between a city and its people.
 
esther Dyson saw a clear link between 
community cooperation and healthier urban 
populations. Dyson talked about the urgent 
need for ‘health literacy’. she pointed out the 
irony that many people are armed with  more  
information about keeping their car running 
smoothly than they are on maintaining their 
health. often, technology might fail to provide 
an answer that common sense can.
 
anil menon took a more global perspective, 
noting that most cities have skewed priorities, 
spending a good portion of their money on 
physical infrastructure with an exclusion of 
digital needs. menon purported that every city 
could use unlimited bandwidth, especially if it 
would help improve healthcare, not to mention 
education. Wireless technology, on a broadly 
applied basis in a city, could ferry more services 
directly to its citizens. a network of wireless 
sensors could be used to help locate parking 
spaces, especially in parts of the city already 
horribly congested. menon saw the first wave 
in the digital economy as being all about taking 
technology services and globalizing them. 
that would then immediately be followed by 
engineering, and urban services.  

taking a long look at the traditional end-
of-life model, marc freedman added that 
demographics are pointing in an unsustainable 
direction. all the panelists agreed that human 
capital for cities is skewed in such a way 
as to make the increased life expectancy a 
transformational element on all of society. the 
panelists concurred that keeping the retiring 
age at 65 would effectively shunt half of the 
population to the sidelines. What has clearly 
emerged is a whole new phase of life, planted 
squarely between the middle years and ‘old 
age’. in the u.s. alone, it was revealed that 31 
million people fall into this category, fully able 
to remain engaged, desiring a second act in 
their role in society. Cities will reap the benefits 
of engaging this group of older citizens, since  
they tend to become healthier, absorbing fewer 
of the vital healthcare resources.
 
Virtual healthcare, as far as Joel allison was 
concerned, is another much-needed component 
in fighting off rising health care costs. however, 
in this scenario, it is crucial that a patient be 
shifted from a sick-care model to one focusing 
on wellness and prevention. it is all predicated 
on the notion of smart, informed citizens 
managing their health in the optimum way. 
panelists envisioned that healthcare in cities 
will move away from ‘big box’ hospitals and back 
into the home. through both connectivity and 
the latest in technology, this shift will allow for 
lowered costs while increasing personal health.
 
the implied conclusion of this panel was this: a 
healthy and caring city brings about economic 
development. 
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Creative financial engineering and public-
private partnerships are the name of the 
game for the 21st century of cities. Key topics 
addressed during this session included the 
potential solutions, the need for infrastructure 
investments across the globe, and the growing 
population. 

professor John macomber began the workshop 
by giving a mini-finance lesson. City projects 
are difficult to compare, he said. he mentioned 
some caveats. firstly, there is plenty of capital, 
but not enough bankable projects. secondly, 
we must be wary of vendors with a vested 
interest in making a project as complex as 
possible. he explained that there are roughly 
three ways to pay for projects: taxes, tariffs and 
transfers. the best approaches to financing 
transformation are seed funding, financial 
engineering where different entities take risk, 
privatization that defines clearly the scope of 
services, quantified financial externalities, 
informal value capture, and taking a long-
term view. he emphasized that, in creating 
investment vehicles, there are many ways to 
split cash flows. 

lady Barbara Judge presented a role of pension 
funds in financing infrastructure.  as Chairman  
of a 16 billion euro pension fund, she explained 
that the money is there to invest, but due to 
the nature of pension funds, investments 
are conservative. their goal, she said, was 
to invest from 5-15 per cent in projects. she 
gave examples of toll roads, airports and water 
treatment plants. she asserted that pension 
funds do not like risk, and there needs to be 
a first line set of lenders that can help with 
projects from scratch with reliable builders 
and contractors. 

Javier palomarez focused his presentation on  
the us market. he addressed the trends he 
has observed in business investment within 
the hispanic community. he noted that the 
hispanic population is booming: it is the largest 
minority ethnic group in the united states 
with a powerful purchasing power of us$1.5 
trillion. Cities need to tap into this market, he 
argued, since productivity and population go 
hand in hand. 

professor macomber noted that financial 
vehicles, such as performance contracting, are 
creative ways to finance city projects. however, 
cities need to protect themselves from 
signing bad deals. “We assume good intent, 
competence and good transparency,” but that 
may not be the case, he warned. this becomes 
particularly obvious when dealing with  
cash-strapped cities. so many things citizens 
need do not necessarily generate an income. 
professor macomber argued that the  focus 
needs to be on infrastructure projects that 
can create income. lady Judge mentioned 
that having good visionary leaders could also 
help solve these issues in bringing people 
together. palomarez concluded that what lies 
ahead is the need for job creation, leadership 
and transparency. Cities also need to keep in 
mind that two-thirds of all jobs are created by 
small businesses. thus, public/private sector 
investment in urban settings should be a major 
priority.

speaKers

the new Urban Citizen

miriam Fahmy 
Director of 
research and 
publications, 
institut du 
nouveau monde  

galit gun 
senior Director of 
strategy, purpose 

ashwin mahesh 
founder, mapunity 

nithya Raman
founder and 
Director, 
transparent 
Chennai

moDerator

Claude grunitzky 
founder and 
Chairman, true 
212

parallel  
WorKshop

June 18

Beginining the discussion nithya raman 
claimed that the new urban Citizen is the 
same as the old urban Citizen, but with 
access to new tools. in response to how the 
government is helping or hurting society, 
ashwin mahesh offered a different perspective 
on how government operates. he defined 
himself as the government, being a part of the 
democracy. in his ideal form of government, 
there would be problem finders and problem 
solvers in each and every neighborhood, who 
would collaborate together in order to solve 
issues pertinent to them. this provocative 
model inspired the ensuing discussion.

miriam fahmy offered her views that we need to 
redefine what public participation really is. the 
common type of project that comes to fruition 
out of meetings of the urban elite are “prestige 
projects.” While beautiful and magnificent, 
they do not take into consideration what they 
are replacing—possible homes and occupied 
spaces. there needs to be an avenue for 
regular citizens to participate in the planning 
of projects. 

galit gun suggested that governments could 
become more effective through adopting a 
more nimble structure. the ability to move 
quickly allows for citizen engagement to 
occur. however, this fluidity is difficult to 
achieve in large organizations. one possible 
solution that gun suggested was the creation 
of small pockets of nimble participation, 
without changing the integral structure of 
organizations themselves. 
miriam fahmy countered gun’s point, 
arguing that nimbleness is more apt for civil  
society than for governments. in her opinion, 
the rigidity of governments allows for 
predictability, which is comforting for citizens. 
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speaKers

manal ataya 
Director general, 
sharjah museums 
Department 
 
Jamie Bennett 
executive Director,  
artplace america 

Zhiyong Fu 
Director, Beijing 
Design Week & Vice 
Director,  
Digital art and 
Design Department, 
tsinghua university 

Jeffrey Johnson 
founding Director, 
Chinese  
megacities lab, 
Columbia  
university &  
Co-founding  
principal, slaB

moDerator

adrian ellis 
founder, aea 
Consulting & 
Director, global 
Cultural Districts 
network

Cultural Districts as engines of Urban 
transformation

parallel  
WorKshop

June 18

the focus of this panel was on how the arts 
community can be brought together to create 
cultural districts that are vibrant and engaging 
for citizens. manal ataya showcased the 
investments the emirate of sharjah is making in 
creating a sustainable cultural district. Jamie 
Bennett argued that cities must understand 
that every community has art and artists, and 
that the arts must be placed at the seat of every 
urban planning session. “Create a pattern of 
foot traffic and cluster arts organizations, 
buildings and communities together”, he said. 

Zhiyong fu highlighted China’s huge budget 
for developing cultural districts, particularly 
in Beijing, and how they are looking at ways 
to involve people and students into cultural 
policy. Jeffrey Johnson offered more insights 
into the huge museum boom going on in China. 
in the 1990s, the us witnessed a museum boom 
where about 30 museums were being built 
per year. Johnson contrasted this figure with 
what is going on now in China, where about 
400 museums are being built annually. Whilst 
China does not have a history of philanthropic 
support of culture, Johnson pointed out that 
many private collectors are building their own 
museums in China today. 

the panelists then offered their advice on 
best practices to consider. ataya stated that 
master planning is not done enough: “make 
sure to engage your local population and know 
what they think”. Bennett encouraged cities 
to think about cultural districts as creative 
place making, where citizens can approach 
and enjoy the place in a variety of ways, and 
where arts and culture are a means and an 

end. Zhiyong fu stated that it is important to 
address the content of space, and to create a 
real network by using technology. Johnson 
gave the example of China where there is 
a culture district of 1 million square feet 
currently under construction. the scale is so 
enormous, Johnson said, that you have to look 
at the project as a living organism. 

Bennett ended the discussion with the example 
of st. paul, minnesota’s green light rail 
construction. 500 artists were partnered with 
businesses using micro grants and, over a two-
year period, produced over 200 events, which 
revitalized a disadvantaged neighborhood. 
engaging artists, argued Bennett, changed 
the identity of the neighborhood and made it a 
cultural district. 

speaKers

innovations in Urban Data

teji abraham 
Director, 
Consulting 
services - 
analytics, Cisco  
 
Romain Lacombe 
former head of 
innovation, etalab - 
french government 
open Data portal  

alex Winter  
founder and Chief 
executive officer, 
placemeter

moDerator

gareth mitchell 
presenter, BBC 
Click radio

parallel  
WorKshop

June 18

thinking of data as a resource is useful if it 
aligns public and private interests around 
the idea that data is important. nonetheless, 
the panelists warned that data should not 
be thought of as a currency or as “the new 
petroleum.” most importantly, the tension 
between  privacy and data ownership must be 
addressed. open data is a tool for innovation. 
new models for urban innovation will happen 
whether they are legislated or not. the question 
is how citizens are going to be involved. 

alex Winter is trying to optimize the way cities 
work for citizens by providing planners with 
extensive and accurate data. for example, 
data on how citizens navigate around the city, 
by using video feeds and smartphone video. 
his experience shows that if some basic rules 
are followed, privacy concerns are eased, and 
data analysis can be pushed further. these 
rules include: combining current data feeds 
with new feeds that citizens participate in; 
never store video; never broadcast video; never 
identify or track individual people. Data can 
then start telling the city where a sidewalk 
needs to be widened, or give smartphone users 
real-time information on when to go shopping 
or how to avoid traffic congestion.

teji abraham noted that the international Data 
Corporation reported that 13 trillion gigabytes 
of the current 44 trillion gigabyte digital 
universe is from sensors. however, he argued 
that the collected data is meaningless if you 
cannot extract insights from it. open data, 
which is growing from a local to a global level, 
is unsustainable if it remains in silos. transit 
data in a silo, for example, stagnates and is 
not scalable. When data is combined, insights 
emerge, abraham asserted.

the open data concept is one way to avoid silos. 
the rise of distributed sensors has created new 
opportunities for feeds. however, romain 
lacombe pointed out that much data is within 
government institutions that create policies 
and deliver services. it is important for this 
data to be accurate, but also open. innovators 
need to have access to this data to build new 
services. lacombe argued  that governments 
and entrepreneurs would work better together 
than on their own. 

the panelists agreed that data’s value is not just 
economic, but also social and environmental. 
Data should be available for people to validate. 
to achieve citizen engagement, the value 
exchange must be apparent and the system 
trustworthy. privacy tradeoffs need to be made 
understandable and transparent. this is more 
easily accomplished, they acknowledged, in 
countries that practise democracy.  

smartphones have 40,000 times the 
computing power of the computer that sent 
apollo 11 to the moon. the explosion of data, 
the rise of decentralized sensor networks, and 
even open street maps will redefine the role 
of government at all levels and may lead to 
greater government accountability.
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inclusive Cities

speaKers

Juan Carlos 
izagirre  
mayor, Donostia - 
san sebastian 

Bernard 
manyenyeni  
mayor, harare  
 
a.J.m. muzammil 
mayor, Colombo  
 
Betsy Price 
mayor, fort Worth  
 
mike Rawlings 
mayor, Dallas  
 
mpho Franklyn 
Parks tau 
executive mayor, 
Johannesburg

moDerator

John Rossant 
founder & 
Chairman, new 
Cities foundation

Closing toWn  
hall DisCussion

June 18

hailing from four continents, the six city 
chiefs on the closing panel each addressed the 
biggest challenges they envisage for today and 
tomorrow.
 
mayor mpho franklyn parks tau stressed that 
his prime concern is the 25 per cent poverty 
rate in Johannesburg. reversing the kind of 
historically deep-seated deprivation in his 
city and country was a tall order, to say the 
least. tau was encouraged by the Digital 
ambassadors program initiative that instructs 
various residents how to use the internet and 
even includes a rollout installation of Wi-fi 
hotspots. tau admitted to being buoyed by the 
predictions that the program could reach as 
many as 40,000 people in the next two years.
  
the mayor of Dallas, mike rawlings, admitted 
to being most troubled by citizen apathy. he 
also addressed the high figure of 24 per cent 
of Dallas’ population reportedly living below 
the poverty line. in tandem, he acknowledged 
the direct relationship between the growing 
economic gap amongst his city’s population 
and the education system. 
  
mayor Betsy price of fort Worth echoed 
rawlings’s focus on education. Without an 
educated city population, price warned, a city 
will have a tough time attracting employers. 
an advocate of the importance of public 
education, price implored the audience to be 
involved in the educational development of 
their cities. she made the same plea-demand 
of business groups as well. “a city cannot do 
everything,” was price’s cautionary word. 
“i’m very direct with various business groups, 

telling them that they need to give something 
back in the direction of schools.”
 

Colombo’s mayor, a.J.m. muzammil, admitted 
that his major challenge is a nation-wide 
need for housing. he had the numbers readily 
at his disposal: 65,000 homes are needed 
immediately. though Colombo is a well-
situated port city, the country still is reeling 
from a 30-year old war. he urged everyone to 
pay attention not just to inequalities within 
cities, but the inequalities that exist between 
global cities.  he agreed wholeheartedly 
that citizen apathy and education are two 
major priorities, whilst arguing that what is 
even more unsettling is the explosively rapid 
growth of Colombo. “as a result, so much of 
the population is living in highly underserviced 
settlements,” he warned. muzammil admitted 
that he felt a pang of jealousy being in Dallas, 
since his own people “are not getting nearly 
the same benefits as one might have here.”  he 

i’m very direct with 
various business groups, 
telling them that they 
need to give something 
back in the direction of 
schools.
Betsy Price,  
mayor of fort Worth

WatCh ViDeo online

stressed that in Colombo, the biggest needs 
are much more basic. “We need help in two key 
areas: housing and solid waste management.” 
 
for mayor Bernard manyenyeni, one of 
harare’s primary concerns is water. he 
stressed the urgent need to double the city’s 
water supply and help his citizens understand 
how important it was to control the litter and 
garbage of their city. his biggest challenge 
is the sheer size of his city’s population – as  
one-third of the country’s populace has 
crowded into his city – which has put a strain 
on funding for the basic projects he needs 
done. “harare is a very beautiful city and i think 
we’re doing okay on education, on crime, and 
on health,” he said. “What i do worry about is 
water and the terrible inequality issue. When 
i reimagine harare, i imagine a city with a 
citizenry that is more engaged in the city.”

san sebastian’s mayor, Juan Carlos izagirre, 
took on a philosophical approach towards 
his city, wondering how one should go about 
building cities – from the bottom-up, or from 
top-down. “i want citizens that are active 
in their cities, in their neighborhoods”. he 
emphasized that it is up to local governments 
to encourage citizen participation. “it’s a 

When i re-imagine 
harare, i imagine a 
city with a citizenry 
that is more engaged 
in the city.
Bernard manyenyeni,  
mayor of harare

mistake for politicians to be afraid of having 
people get organized,” he said. 
 

When it comes to a model for intra-city 
cooperation, Dallas and fort Worth seemed 
to be the panel’s standard bearers. yet it was 
mayor of Johannesburg who summed up 
the spirit of the session in one word. “When i 
think about the cooperation and collaboration 
between Dallas and fort Worth, mayor 
tau’s word, ‘coopertition’ – a combination of 
cooperation and competition – well, that says 
it all,” affirmed mike rawlings.
 

 

 

i want citizens that are 
active in their cities, in 
their neighborhoods.
Juan Carlos izagirre,  
mayor, Donostia - san sebastian 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1vMFoyLllM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1vMFoyLllM
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inclusive Cities:  John rossant (moderator), mpho franklyn parks tau, mike rawlings, Betsy price, a.J.m. muzammil, Bernard manyenyeni, Juan Carlos izaguirre
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Urban innovations that work 

was moderated by:

Catherine Cuellar, Chief executive Officer, Dallas arts District

Catherine Cuellar is Ceo of the Dallas arts District, the largest contiguous urban cultural 
neighborhood in the us and headquarters of the global Cultural Districts network. 
previously, ms. Cuellar spent five years as communications manager for the sixth-largest 
electric power grid in the u.s., oncor. ms. Cuellar is a 2014 next generation project texas 
fellow at the robert s. strauss Center for international security and law at the university 
of texas. Cuellar was recognized among the 2013 Dallas Business Journal “40 under 40,” 
and was honored in 2007 as one of Dallas Junior Chamber of Commerce’s five outstanding 
young Dallasites.

eleven inspiring urban innovators from a variety of disciplines, regions 

and backgrounds inspired the summit audience in a series of dynamic, 

6-minute presentations. in their short talks, they highlighted what works 

to solve the great urban challenges facing all cities. 

WHATWORKS

mark Dytham, Director, Klein Dytham architecture, Founder, PechaKucha

mark Dytham is director of Klein Dytham architecture (KDa) based in tokyo. KDa is a  
multi-disciplinary design practice active in the design of architecture, interiors, and public 
spaces, installations and events. Working with clients such a selfridges, Vertu, uniqlo, 
shiseido, tsutaya and sony redefining the retail experience is a key element of KDa’s work. 
mark is also founder of pechaKucha, a simple presentation format (20 images x 20 slides) 
for the creative industries which has taken the world by storm, with over 100 pechaKucha 
night events taking place each month in over 500 cities globally, and is described as one of 
the largest physical social networks in the world.

CLiCK tO WatCH tHe  

HigHLigHts  
FiLm FROm

WHatWORKs

http://bit.ly/whatworksmovie
http://bit.ly/whatworksmovie
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founder and Ceo, lufa farms

mohamed hage is a born entrepreneur, running 
the world’s first commercial rooftop farm, built in 
2010. hage oversees all of lufa farms development 
and operations. he has a long history in successful 
technology-based ventures and real-estate 
development. hage is the visionary behind lufa 
farms and is driven by a keen personal interest in 
environmental science, sustainable fresh agriculture, 
and the challenge of renewable energy.

lufa farms is an agricultural and technology company 
located in the ahuntsic-Cartierville neighborhood of 
montreal, Quebec. it is the world’s first commercial 
greenhouse on the roof of a building. lufa farms 
specializes in new agricultural technologies in urban 
zones. Covering an area of 31,000 square feet, lufa 
farms produces vegetables year-round for more 
than 3,000 people in the greater montreal area. the 
farms produce forty varieties of vegetables grown 
without synthetic pesticides, capturing rainwater, 
and recirculating irrigation water.

mOHammeD Hage
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Director, urban Development planning Branch, shanghai tong Ji urban planning & Design institute

Dr. su yunsheng has been a planning consultant for 
the shanghai 2010 World expo, a guest lecturer at 
shanghai’s urban planning Bureau and co- founder 
of urban China magazine. Dr. su earned his phD in 
urban planning, Design and Design theories from 
tongji university. his career at shanghai tongji 
urban planning & Design institute started in 2001. 
he has supervised many important urban design 
projects, such as Beijing tongzhou Canal city, 2010 
shanghai expo-village, and guangzhou financial 
City. he has been active in bringing the experience 
of China’s rapid modernization and its designs to 
other countries. in 2008, together with some tongji 
designers and urban planners, he found etopia, a 
conceptual construction platform.

etopia is a company specializing in sustainable 
construction. it is a one-stop service team made up 
of the finest young minds at tongji -- not just urban 
planners but architects, designers, and materials 
experts. etopia enables the design of “intelligent 
sustainable structures,” made either of steel, wood 
or loam. not only can these buildings be assembled 
astonishingly fast, but their constituent parts 
can be flat-packed and mailed to where they’re 
needed. etopia is a private company, but is doing 
consciousness-raising work typically associated with 
an ngo.

sU YUnsHeng
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Co-founder, sanergy

David auerbach co-founded sanergy, a pioneering 
social enterprise in nairobi, Kenya. previously, David 
ran partnerships at endeavor, a non-profit that helps 
high-impact entrepreneurs in the developing world. 
he also served as Deputy Chair for poverty alleviation 
at the Clinton global initiative where he helped build 
over 50 impact-focused partnerships. David taught in 
central China for two years as a yale-China teaching 
fellow. he began his career researching foreign 
policy at the Center for american progress. David 
is an ashoka, echoing green and rainer arnhold 
fellow. he holds an mBa from mit and a Ba from yale 
university. he lives in nairobi, Kenya.

sanergy builds healthy, prosperous communities in 
africa’s informal settlements by making hygienic 
sanitation affordable and accessible for everyone. 
taking a systems-based approach to solve the 
sanitation crisis, sanergy designs and manufactures 
low-cost, high-quality sanitation facilities. it also 
builds a network of local residents who purchase 
and operate the sanitation facilities. the waste is 
safely removed from the community and converted 
at a centralized facility into useful by-products such 
as organic fertilizer and renewable energy. the 
fertilizer is sold to a variety of Kenyan farms.

DaViD  aUeRBaCH
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Co-founder and Chief growth officer, nextDrop

pronita saxena is Co-founder and Chief growth 
officer at nextDrop, a startup solving water issues 
by connecting citizens, government bodies, and the 
private sector to actionable information via mobile 
technology. prior to joining nextDrop, pronita led 
sales and marketing at a Boston-based startup 
improving manufacturing efficiency and helped 
a publicly-traded, global clean energy company 
generate profitability through a strategic operations 
group. following her degree from the university 
of California, Berkeley, pronita worked with mit’s 
poverty action lab and save the Children in 
Bangladesh and at the Center for global Development 
in Washington, DC.

nextDrop is a social enterprise that collects and 
shares water delivery information with city residents 
and water utilities companies. nextDrop was 
launched in 2010, in hubli-Dharwad, twin cities 
in the southern state of Karnataka in india. urban 
indians have mobile phones, yet access to water is 
still a challenge. the nearly 1 million people of hubli 
get water only every three to five days, for about four 
hours a day. using a smart Water supply message 
service, next Drop helps bring water information 
more transparently to more than 25,000 subscribers 
by sending them an sms letting them know when 
water services will be available in their area that day. 
nextDrop has expanded its operations to Bangalore, 
Karnataka’s capital. 

PROnita saXena
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8E-Q13kpDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8E-Q13kpDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pojhavkNtYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pojhavkNtYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yEYgAqUh5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yEYgAqUh5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EzKauZYdrvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EzKauZYdrvc
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Co-founder, Daily tous les jours

mouna is Co-founder of Daily tous les jours. she is active 
in the design and new media communities, giving lectures 
and workshops in forums such as sXsW, leaders in software 
and arts (lisa), and the tangible embedded & embodied 
interaction international Conference. she teaches 
computational arts and design at Concordia university 
and uQuam’s school of design. mouna previously worked 
at electronic Crafts, exploring the intersection of mass-
produced electronics and handmade crafts. her web-based 
work for interactive agency, Bluesponge, won international 
recognitions including prizes from Communication arts, 
iD magazine, and a Cyberlion in Cannes. mouna holds a 
master’s degree from nyu’s interactive telecommunications 
program (itp) and a Bachelor’s from Concordia university.

mOUna anDRaOs

W
H

A
T

W
H

O

    Ceo, Bridj
mattHeW geORge

for the past four years, Daily tous les 
jours’ focus has been on creating collective 
experiences that inspire people to become 
active participants in the world around them. 
their work takes on different shapes: from 
urban interventions and planning, to events, to 
software applications or short films. Daily tous 
les jours’ work has won numerous international 
recognitions including the grand prizes of the 
2013 interaction Design awards (ixDa) and the 
2014 unesCo Creative Cities Design awards 
for young talents. mouna and co-founder 
melissa mongiat were also awarded the 2011 
phyllis lambert Design award by the city of 
montréal.

matt is the Ceo of Bridj which is the world’s first smart mass 
transit system. Bridj uses big data and network optimization 
to develop direct transit routes within a city to cut trip times 
in half without a car. matt has a degree in Biology from 
middlebury College and lives in Cambridge, ma. W
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O Bridj is the world’s first smart transit system 
which uses big data to adjust to individual 
commuting needs. Bridj uses big data to 
predict how a city moves, then deploys 
dynamic transportation networks to match 
popular origin and destination pairings 
with direct service on luxury shuttles. it is 
a “pop up” bus service, with routes dictated 
by millions of bits of data that show where 
people are and where they need to go. Bridj 
uses machine learning algorithms to get 
smarter as more users enter the system, 
allowing for a living, breathing, and thinking 
transportation system. on average, this saves 
Bridj users about an hour each day compared 
with public transit.

WatCh session ViDeo online
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founder, sakha Consulting Wings
founder and executive Director - azad foundation

meenU VaDeRa

meenu is a feminist and currently a social 
entrepreneur working on the idea of ‘Women 
on Wheels’. meenu worked with action aid 
in uganda as their Country Director, before 
founding the Women on Wheels social enterprise. 
a postgraduate of institute of rural management, 
anand (irma), meenu also chose to further 
support her experience on the ground by 
undertaking a masters in social Development and 
public policy at the london school of economics, 
where she did gender studies in health and 
education. in 2011, meenu was awarded the first 
prize in Business and enterprise category of the 
100 unseen powerful women, listed by one World 
action, from across 40 countries internationally.
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O sakha Consulting Wings is a unique social enterprise, 
launched to provide safe transport solutions for women, 
by women in urban india. the services are available 
primarily to women and their families. the women 
drivers engaged by sakha are handpicked from the 
poor and marginalized sections of society, and their 
entire training and development is undertaken by azad 
foundation, sakha’s non-profit sister organization. azad 
foundation received the “social innovation honors” 
given by edelweiss and Kuber for their work on “women 
and employment”. sakha won the award for the best 
business plan in an international competition hosted by 
Business in Development (BiD) network in netherlands. 
azad and sakha have both been recognized for their 
innovative approach on working against ‘violence 
against women’ by Jagori & sangat south asia.

 

founder and Ceo, strawberry energy
MILOŠ MILISAVLJEVIĆ

miloš is a founder and chief executive of 
strawberry energy, responsible for the everyday 
functioning and business strategy development of 
the company and its products. he was a member 
of the Center for young talents and research, 
“petnica,” where he engaged in scientific and 
research work. While still in middle school, miloš 
discovered his passion for entrepreneurship, 
entering a business competition which he 
won, becoming serbia’s champion in youth 
entrepreneurship. since then, he continues to 
engage in entrepreneurial activities. in parallel, 
miloš intensively works on promoting youth 
entrepreneurshig by presenting and holding 
lectures about this issue throughout the country.
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O strawberry energy is a serbian company motivated by a 
simple vision: to make renewable energy sources more 
accessible to all people by building public solar chargers 
for mobile devices. their strawberry tree is a green 
urban furniture and Wi-fi station, which is permanently 
installed in public places such as streets, parks and 
squares. energy is stored in rechargeable batteries, which 
can keep it charged for weeks, regardless of weather 
conditions. it is a unique social hub and meeting place 
where people gather to juice up the portable devices that 
have become an inevitable part of their everyday lives.

WatCh session ViDeo online
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGe31R1TWko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGe31R1TWko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhRAfwzx2us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhRAfwzx2us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b70hPJxRSSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b70hPJxRSSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFFJuoNDgX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFFJuoNDgX0
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founder and Ceo, mark 43

scott Crouch is the 22-year-old Co-founder and Ceo of 
mark43, a startup that helps law enforcement agencies 
fight crime more strategically with code. over two years 
ago, Crouch and his classmates left a harvard classroom for 
the streets of springfield, massachusetts, a heavily gang-
infested city. While working with the massachusetts state 
police, Crouch and his team began to see the challenges 
that police officers face and the violent crime that plagues 
many communities.

sCOtt CROUCH 
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    executive Director, Chef, Cafe momentum
CHaD HOUseR

mark43 provides law enforcement software 
that helps police in reducing crime. the 
technology, which grew out of an engineering 
design class, helps law enforcement do 
sophisticated data analysis, such as mapping 
the hierarchy of gang members to make more 
targeted arrests and giving officers on the 
street critical information about dangerous 
suspects.

Chef Chad houser is a proud native of texas and a graduate 
of el Centro College with a degree in food and hospitality 
service. houser has been cooking for discriminating guests 
in the Dallas area for almost two decades. most recently 
he was chef-partner at parigi, one of Dallas’ most beloved 
neighborhood restaurants. in 2012, he left parigi to be the 
executive Director and executive Chef of Cafe momentum, 
a social enterprise restaurant and life skill training facility 
focused on the rehabilitation of adjudicated teens, which 
he co-founded in 2011. in his spare time, houser sits on the 
advisory board for the Dallas farmers market friends. he’s 
been nominated multiple times by D magazine for best chef 
in Dallas.
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O Café momentum is a Dallas-based restaurant 
and culinary training facility that transforms 
young lives by equipping the most at-
risk youth with life skills, education and 
employment opportunities to help them 
achieve their full potential. it is a restaurant 
and training platform that provides post-
release paid internships and support for 
juvenile offenders to foster successful 
re- entry into the community. in addition 
to significantly reducing recidivism, Café 
momentum create opportunities for long-
term, sustainable (legal) employment for a 
demographic that would otherwise continue 
to burden the justice system and taxpayers.

WatCh session ViDeo online

WatCh session ViDeo online

                         founding partner and Ceo - Das arquitectura
geRaRDO asaLi De La mORa

gerardo asali is a mexican architect based in mexico City. he 
received his Bachelor’s in architecture from the universidad 
iberoamericana mexico and his master’s in architecture from 
the Berlage institute, netherlands. in 2007, he founded Das 
- Desarrollo arquitectura sustentabilidad, whose purpose 
was to improve systems through urban development and 
architecture to enhance standards of life. to date, he has 
built over 20,000 housing units, hospitals, laboratories and 
residential architecture. in 2013, he created a research area 
at Das, which focuses on sustainability and social issues in 
the urban context of mexico City. the methodology of Das 
is based on research on energy, materials, and social and 
economic issues that build the ideas that will become part 
of our built environment.
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O inspired by the reutilization of parking spaces 
in san francisco and new york to become 
public spaces for leisure, mexico City’s 
“parklets” were designed as an innovative 
response to restrictive regulations that favor 
cars over pedestrians. to make mexico City 
more pedestrian-friendly, mobile public spaces 
were built on wheels to circumvent regulations 
that only allow registered vehicles to park in 
parking spaces.

WatCh session ViDeo online

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YABOBFQOtO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YABOBFQOtO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_pOSvBlgqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_pOSvBlgqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJaEq4KF7Ak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJaEq4KF7Ak
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Cristian santibanez, Program associate - Urban (co)LaB and Communications

Cristian joined the new Cities foundation in its early days and has been actively contributing 
to its growth through a variety of roles, including project management, communications and 
business development.

was moderated by:

Mobile apps make good cities great 

a contest for the world’s best urban app 

appmyCity! is an annual contest for the world’s best new urban app. after 

watching presentations by the three finalists, the new Cities summit 

audience voted for peerby as this year’s winner.

Congratulations to peerby, winner 
of the 2014 appmyCity! Contest

We are absolutely thrilled to win this prize. the appmyCity! 

competition is about making cities more fun, fair, vibrant and 

sustainable. that is exactly what we are trying to do with peerby.
Daan Weddepohl, Ceo & founder, peerby

appmyCity! Finalists 

DJump

Djump (Brussels, Belgium/paris, france) is a peer-to-peer ride-sharing 
service that allows drivers to register, users to request a ride, and drivers 
to answer the call. users can track drivers in real time, and can choose to 
give a voluntary donation at the end of the ride.

peerBy

peerby (amsterdam, the netherlands) enables people to borrow the 
things they need from their neighbours in under 30 minutes. users post 
something they want to borrow, and neighbours will get a push notification 
to which they can respond in a single  touch.

soCial CyClist

socialCyclist (new york, usa) encourages bike riders to map their 
preferred routes, report hazardous road conditions, and vote on their 
preferred site locations for future cycling infrastructure. this aggregate 
data can then be used by cities to plan future infrastructure.

Click here to watch the appmyCity! presentations

CLiCK tO  
WatCH tHe  

HigHLigHts  
FiLm FROm

aPPmYCitY!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7krRK42W34
http://bit.ly/appmycity2014
http://bit.ly/appmycity2014
http://bit.ly/1qKkIEh
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illustration created during ‘the governance of Cultural Districts’ session. Find out more on 
the next page! - © mary stall 
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austin, texas and south by southwest:  
a case study in cultural animation

south by southwest (sXsW) began in 1987. 
today it is a series of high profile film, 
interactive media, and music festivals and 
conferences that lasts for ten days in march, 
with a visitorship of nearly 155,000 and 
an economic impact of some $us 200mm 
per annum on the local economy. this 
workshop examined the roots of its success 

and its wider impact – positive and negative 
– on the cultural and social ecology of this 
extraordinary city. the festival provided 
the basis for a wider conversation about 
festivals and others programming strategies 
in the animation of cities and cultural 
districts.
 

panelists

theresa Cameron 
manager of local 
arts agency 
services at 
americans for the 
arts (afta)

moDerator

Russell Willis 
taylor  
president and 
Ceo, national arts 
strategies

siDe eVents
June 19

Whose voices should be at the table and what 
shape the table should be is a critical issue 
in the successful planning and management 
of cultural districts. this discussion went 
to the heart of that issue and explores the 
respective roles of the community and 
its political representatives, commercial 
developers, artists and cultural institutions, 

business and other stakeholders. it also 
explored the range of business models 
that sustain cultural districts and create 
the resources to animate and champion 
the public domain and ensure the sum is 
greater than the parts.

the governance of Cultural Districts

global Cultural Districts network

the global Cultural Districts network 
(gCDn) is a federation of global centers of 
arts and culture that fosters co-operation 
and knowledge-sharing among those 
responsible for conceiving, funding, 
building, and operating cultural districts. it 
is an initiative of the new Cities foundation, 
Dallas arts District, and aea Consulting.  

in June of 2014, the network met as part of 
the third annual new Cities summit, which 
took place in the Dallas arts District.

aside from curating a keynote, plenary 
session and workshop during the summit, 
the gCDn also hosted two sessions on  
June 19. www.gcdn.net

Katie Dixon 
Director of special 
projects at Bam 
(Brooklyn academy 
of music)
mark Davy, 
founder, future 
City

panelists

gabrielle trainor 
Director of the 
Barangaroo 
Delivery authority, 
australia

James taylor 
red river Cultural 
District

Brad spies 
Brand Development 
and special 
projects,sXsW, inc.; 
Board Chair, austin 
music Commission

moDerator

Carroll Joynes
Co-founder, Cultural 
policy Center at the 
university of Chicago

Re-imagining
Cities 

Read Our Blog Posts 

urban re-imagination calls for participation from all sectors. 
Be inspired by blog posts from many of our new Cities summit 
speakers and collaborators, from across sectors and continents.
  
access them all on our website:

www.newcitiesfoundation.org/category/ncs/

http://www.gcdn.net/index/
http://www.newcitiesfoundation.org/
http://www.thedallasartsdistrict.org/
http://aeaconsulting.com/
www.gcdn.net
http://www.newcitiesfoundation.org/category/ncs/
http://www.newcitiesfoundation.org/category/ncs/
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founDing memBers

Corporate memBers

the neW Cities founDation thanKs its memBers anD partners

aCaDemiC & non-profit memBers

neW Cities summit partners

meDia partners

the neW Cities founDation thanKs its memBers anD partners

CreDits

all photos © new Cities foundation/rex C Curry
illustrations © mary stall - mary.stall@gmail.com
nasher sculpture Center © tim hursley - photos page 54: garden towards nasher/page 55: Disuvero in nasher garden
Kimbell art museum (Kahn Building – architect: louis Kahn) © W. mark gunderson, aia - photos page 55

Design and layout © rachel Dare
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contact@newcitiesfoundation.org 

@newcitiesfound

Facebook.com/NewCitiesFoundation

www.newcitiesfoundation.org

http://www.newcitiesfoundation.org/
https://twitter.com/newcitiesfound
https://www.facebook.com/NewCitiesFoundation
http://www.newcitiesfoundation.org/
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